SHORT TAKES

QUADROPHENIA

JOHN REED CATCHES THE 5.15 TO BRIGHTON . ..
ACTUALLY ... . TO CELEBRATE THE RETURN OF THE WHO'S MOD MOVIE

“Out of my brain on the train’

— a smashed'n'blocked Jimmy catches the 5.15 to Brighton.

haos. Utter chaos. Victoria station

Hundreds of excited people
pushing and shoving, aware that places
on the specially-commissioned train to
Brighton are rapidly dwindling. Feature
Fil i

Jimmys problems with his emplayergil
friend/mates is what elevates “Quadrophenia”
froma nostalgi celebration of a Bri ik ot
calt nto  ilm which has universal appeel

e tile itslf was based on the 1dea of &
Toury it personaity —a double dose of
sehsopiventa, if you will tking slomente

from the four
it

i ia’, just
isn't equipped to deal with this kind of
a film which i

. By ow, anyone currently residing on planet
are that the Who's critically-

ot ol Jimmy The Mod™ has
returned to our ns, having been
fully restored

includes an overhaul of that other cult peren-
nial, ‘Withnail And I. Just in case any

1 aro roading, her'sthe lowdown on
a film which is (a) far and away the least
superficial film huve been coordinated by a

i e any mnng Sedd film,
which charts Jimmy's lifestyle in West

London, popping pills down the Goldhawk
doing the block at: the local night-
club as the build-u

WELL, THE 6.30,

| WAS THERE

media, Two decades on and theci has been
flipped. Mod, in its broadest sense, has
buzzword for cool for the st thres yeers —
Oasis, , des ts, neat fringes, Paul
Weller, Northern Soul, narrow jeans, Ben

Feal s ot e oty s o
introduce Jimmy to a younger generation
which doesn't even remember the 79 mod
revival et slone the 60s.
t cult classics, ‘Quadrophenia”
emoyed only modest sccesson the big scroe,
making its name instead on video. The film
o esely Dase ot St e e ot
transferred to the sell-through market in the

o e i
video — after the film has run its course
through the cinema.

¢ sill chaos. The rsin arives i Brghton
just as the on-board revellers are

‘and hundreds of local mods,

scooterists and sightsecrs have lined the
station to meet us. We disembark to board a

tof Bright

a bank holiday trip down o gt Ak
u.m where Jims come true. He

o Face. He gots intimate with
Lotley Ash up & back Sl Andr mast
important of all, he feels a sense of belonging.

“I ride a G.S. scooter with my
‘hair cut neat/I wear a wartime
coat in the wind and sleet”

rock band, and (b) the
of Yoof Cult-ure ever llbempud on this side of
the Atlantic.

“Quadraphenia” was the brainchild of the
Who's Pete Townshend, who laid the ghost of
his mid-60s mod roots in West London to rest
by writing a concopt double album based

pressionable r. Issued in
1973, it was ffectively the Wha's follow-up t0
Tommy” —~ and “Quadrophenia” Lkewis,
as transformmed from viny o film. The con:
copt revalved around theo umm characior of
Jimmy, who 0 usual teonage
angot.hnd she skl with which divestor
Roddam and actor Phil Daniels Domayed

Life thereafter is one drawn-out anti-

climax for poor Jimm; gots
with his best mate; he crashes his beloved
Lambretta; and he walks out of his job. The

fim ends cryptically wah him_throwing a
stolen scooter — esbly himself — o
Beachy Head. m lmpw!nlﬂe ot to link t
self-destru Townshend's leg.
endary pennhnnl o Sennahing up e gt
eased in autamn 1979, Quadrophenia’
Had an enormous impact on & post punk gon-
eration too you mber the 60s mods.
1 fuct, the im helped to faol & mod roviogl,
which attracted the universal derision of the

seafront and the Odeon cinema, accompanied
leet. of scooterists. Drum'n’bass star
Goldie is holding court on a top deck, dressed
in aparks, while members of the original cast
ler but none the wiser, judging by theu'
bemused expressions — posed for photog
phers, although there's ho sign of Sting or
Toyah. Oh well.
"After such hysteria, the premiers (if you
can call it that) has an it of anticlimax.
e i bocauss most of the audiencs heve
probably seen ‘Quadrophenia’ a dozen times
2 though its stil possible to revel in the
ity attent

ar from the high calibre acting to the skills of

As the credits roll, we stumble across to an
aftershow club to hear the spirit of the 90s
scene courtesy of the DJs from groovy .

don ightapot Blow Up. Actors mingl with

journalists, old mods

R s b, s sememid throng live

out the ‘Quadrophenia’ byline —

Life’. And if that sounds a bit

remember what Jimmy said: Tako it or leave

it, my son. Take it. Or leave it"
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