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John with Rickenbacker tring bass ~ only two in Bricain (Chris
“Squire ha the other one)

John
Entwislie

talks o Tony Jasper

Jobn Entuistle is one quarter of the legendary group The
Who. Altbough be plays buss, and occusionaly bras st
ments, bis studio (upstairs in'bis London bome) is crammed
with_guitars of every description, not to mention a grand
piano, an organ, a syntbesiser and a drum kit! Sursounded by
the fruits of the band’s phenomenal success,  asked Jobn if be
coudrecal i st inres: i the g,

s Playing rumpet n u dance band, pleying o ncresing
venues like Joe Lyons znd socil clubs | was quite inercsted
in the guitar in the ban e gotarie keps breakingsrings
1'ihink he must have wined it whong. Anyeeey, 1 hois gurcs
Playing friend who had made his own amp. and he wanted
me o join him in a group, playing trumpet. When we got
together he was louder than me, 5o 1 thought I'd better o
quire info this guitar thing! 1 looked at 6-strings, but | found
bass was much easier — mainly because the S e
apart. There were only two or three you coul rc in those
days, Tuxedo, Sarand Lucky 7, and shey were ol o0 expen:
sive. 1 er, but vh:y,\\xlwcr:n!anmh\e 1 think
Jet Haris was the only person who had
S0 what dil you do about ha?

ad one made up, sme sort of shape, but not really very
o s square-backed neck, just glucd on to the
body. One day when I'was playing it, the glue gave ou and |
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“The Gretsch that once belonged to Duane Eddy




had an instant four-string harp!
Vo mesioned o wes e e bero?

Mot s Daane By | spcnt mos v imenio 1 idne
bave ecord Player,so 1 had 1o g0 along to s hou

Do 1 had all i singles with thee bus sting gesidipes
copying bass runs from Rebel Rouser.

Did you have a bass that stayed together by tbis time?

The Deours had 8 new singer and he wasalso s bass it
bt he b some HP roubles He kept the guitar hidden under
e i e bed. e seid 1 outd hive 0 1 pad off s
oo Hp e, ¢ wis - Fender Precsion. 1 was atound 16 31
the time.

And The Who bad started?

Yes, only we were called The High Numbers ac first. We had an
agent and we were quite busy — about five gigs a week around
west London. | made a mistake about the Brecision. | was ig-

norant about amps and speakers, and because cverything soun-
ded rather weird 1 got rid of it and got 3 Rivl 1
grected parting with the Fender, but th oup began to

Erevery popular nd I found | could atford it
You bad a Rickenbacker, didn't you?
Yes, Townshend used Rickenbacker guitars and 1 had 2
Rikenbacker bass. That s atound 196364, Buc the neck
one. Then I boughc  Gretsch b wih 4 neck

i s ee trane wn d 1 gor rather tired playing it. So |
bocght < ol aneleceor Then redeoneed pecoons snd
used them exclusively up unil three year
And what since then?
From about the time of the Who's next album I used a cross
between a Gibson Thunderbird and a Precision. I had it made
for me with a Fender neck and the Thunderbird body, with
Gibson bridge and fittings. Now I'm back to Precisions, but
I'm happy with anything really, as long as it'slong-scal. I need
0 have the right feel when I'm on stage, and short-scale basses
just don’ feel right for me.
Hotw many guitars bave you?
1 think ' fifty-six.
Do you collet them because you i 10 look at hem, or i
there a functional side 1o
163 30 per cen for appearance and 70 pr cent funcronal. fne
played most of them at some time, but some were bought for
Sohee people.

w do you mean?
Well,peaple have turned up forrecording sssions wth me with

wrong guitar for what 1 have in mind. So I've brought along
one of my guitars for them, to get the sound I want. I even pro:
vided drums for one session, an old kit of Keith's
Have youa f
Feller called Jack McCartney!
Who?

ourite bass player?

What | mean s, if you could take the technical ability of Jack
Bruce and the wonderul felfor 4 song o Peul MeCarney,
ind mix them together .. you'd have my favourite bass player.

T wonder i be'd b right-banded or left-banded?

Probably play straight up the middle. Having a lefchander in
the group i chespe fo microphones Inth carly day | sed
t have o share 2 mike with Townshend, but I could never
e gt s okt He ey mad & Fenden 4o
If the polarity was wrong on that and we touched cach other,

dime. 10 rather weird, our relacionship. I can't explain it: we
just know what each other is up

Vou'se been playing with otber people 100, particularly recently.
Ves, Eric Clapton plays on Rigor Mortis, and 1 like Kenny Jones
around on drums. In some ways of course The Who is very
restrictive, We have our sound and certain things are expected

of us. S0 1 enjoy playing with other people and exploring new

Sounds. But 1 wouldn't dream of leaving The Who. It means
too much to us all. IU's  way of lifc. ®
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